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«One can try to avoid the clichés, or one can push through them and emerge on the other side. This seems 
to be Samoylova’s approach. Her task is first to understand the seductive contradiction of a place drowning 
in its own mythical images as it also drowns in water. She knows what this place looks like, and knows the 
Faustian pact it has made with its own image. She looks at both unblinkingly.»  

— David Campany 

Anastasia Samoylova (born in Moscow in 1984; lives in Miami) moves between observational photography, 
studio practice and installation. FloodZone is Anastasia Samoylova’s photographic account of life on the 
climatic knife-edge of the southern United States. Sea levels are rising and hurricanes threaten, but this is 
not a visualisation of disaster or catastrophe. These beautifully subtle and often unsettling images capture 
the mood of waiting, of knowing the climate is changing, of living with it. The colour palette is tropical: lush 
greens, azure blues, pastel pinks. But the mood is pensive and melancholy. As new luxury high-rises soar, 
their foundations are in water. Crumbling walls carry images of tourist paradise. In the heat and humidity 
nature threatens to return the place to tangled wilderness. Liquid permeates Samoylova’s urban scenes and 
unexpected views: waves, ripples, puddles, pools, splashes and spray. Water is everywhere and water is the 
problem. Mixing lyric documentary, gently staged photos and epic aerial vistas, FloodZone crosses 
boundaries to express the deep contradictions of the place. 

Made in South Florida, this suite of elegant yet unsettling photographs hints at the fragility of a place 
experiencing the very real but strange effects of climate change. Historically this region was swampland and 
mangroves. A century of intensive urban development turned it into a tourist paradise, But now nature is 
slowly reclaiming it. The sea level is rising. The limited fresh water is becoming salty. Storms of greater 
intensity inflict their damage.  It is a time of transition that is perhaps irreversible, yet life goes on with its mix 
of denial, resignation, realism, and fantasy. 

Samoylova’s photographs are dreamlike yet clear-headed observations, alert to the everyday signs and 
symptoms of these changing conditions of place and mind.  Fresh green leaves shredded by a hurricane 
settle on the shimmering blue of a swimming pool. A glossy wave oozes over the ornate marble deck of a 
crumbling historic building. A spilling high tide turns the staircase of a Miami-pink building into a surreal 
scene worthy of de Chirico. These are not images of disaster or catastrophe, They are open doors to the 
complex feelings we have about what is happening and what is to come. 

«Anastasia Samoylova’s seductive and lyrical images exploit a tension between the image of Florida as a 
glamorous tropical paradise and the ominous reality of a state threatened by rising sea levels and ever more 
frequent hurricanes. Her layered photographs focus on the small but significant details of life in an urban 
environment experiencing profound climatic changes.» 

— from ‘Trouble in Paradise’ by Kate Neave


